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Publishing: Trade With the RussiaHSE

have long !
.publishers pay royalties ‘wondered why the Russians ﬁn:ﬁg :
) based on the number of books they joined the copyright convention, after |
NLY a handtul of American sell. The Russians, by contrast, base _ refusing to do so for years. According
g publishers will be at the their payments an the size of their | to Martin P. Levin, president of the
y Moscow International Book press run and the length of the manu- | Times Mirror Book Publishing
»° Fair from Sept. 6 to 12. script. *‘They pay so many rubles per | Group, who consulted State Depart
Many have chosen to boycott the fair  signature, a- signature being 16 Rment files and documents released;
as & way of expressing opposition to pages,” said Leo Albert, chairman of [through the Freedom of Information "
Soviet persecution of writers and art- Prentice-Hall's _international divi- ﬁAct, they did so in order to obtain.an.
ists, but there is actually little reason sion. He‘added that Prentice-Hall sus- important quid ‘pro quo from the-
-for trade-book publishers —.that is,” pects that the Russians “‘may have }United States Government — special™;
publishers of books sold to the public . had additional press runs on one or ‘ftax concessions, which enabled the._
through bookstores —toattend." - - - " two of our titles without telling us.”: - Russians to avoid withholding provi-.;
" “The Russians are not much-interi::':: The Russians ‘usually-pay 25 per- ‘{sions of American tax lawon pay:*.
‘ested in buying trade titles,”’ Bill Orr,* cent of the-amount-on signing upa“’] ments due to the Soviet Government*’
manager of McGraw-Hill’s foreign. !~ 'book ‘dnd ‘the rest on publication: But -} inthe United States. : = =<« B¢
rights department, said the other™ <

By EDWIN McDOWELL _ ; e%n ux;gr!?ts for John Wiley & Sons. , . American publishers

3 . - Mir, one;of a>number 'of Soviet book-"1 -~ Mr. Levin also said that Aleksandr

day. “*They print some of the old clas-- publishers, “and -one of -the few that .4 L Solzhenitsyn may have been trying::
sics, but those you don’t have to pay -/ publishes ii*a variety of academic! ‘to escape the authority of VAAP whenf]
Toyalties o maea i veiees. 3 greas, pays 10 percent in advance and”! in December 1973, before the Soviet]
., What the Russians areinterestedin - the rest an publication. In any event, “copyright agency.assumed exclusive,
_buying is rights to scientific and’tech-:".all dealings are:through the Soviet-1 yurisdiction of all works of Soviet agk
nological ‘books, -books on engineer-~ “‘copyright ‘agency;*VAAP, ~which'de- | thors, he allowed the Y.M:C.A. Press*
ing, computers, . agriculture --and” ducts a-10 _percent‘agent’s commis- | in Paris to publish in Russian “The?
medicine. And since they joined the ** sion on trapsactions. > “Siiesx - = Archipelago,” which describes}

. -

_Universal - Copyright Convention i -In *traffic *going :the "~ other “way, P ST 4T
1673, -the .Russians _have .generally = ‘American publishers have issuedlim. 3 - The Russians- Mr:
;toade good on their promised pay- ™ jted quantities 6f Soviet technical and
‘ments to American authors and-pub- ‘scientific titles:"Wiley has published
“lishers.. - v i A A ot 14 Soviet: books since about 1976 and 3
- “Prior to joining the convention, has some 50 others-under option, pri- ]
American authors could go to Russia - marily books.on.geology, physics.and - g
and buy vodka and maybhe a sable,” nuclearsciences. ““We have to be able -
‘Mr. OrT said. “Now they are paid inA= ™ to sell a couple of thousand copies to
mericandollars.” - . oo jtstggj th%mnshﬁ;z,u" Mrs, Fran.
Completely Different System ...  sen sajd. The books sell mostly tore- |
! Dﬂf Syst W -+ searchscientists andlibraries.
Some American publishers think - o T D SR . . .
the Russians agree to pay too little, . Co-Publishing Operations :
but others chalk it up to the cost of Prentice-Hall has copublished two ]
doing business with m% Soviet Union. scigtiﬁcg:ooks with Mlxg and is inter- : T
““It's a completely different system ested in oing up to 10 others. Mir
from the rest of the world, but either  sends the completed H;llxla?uscript in | '-‘h:; themﬁ‘;d was run ?ssxﬁhciésa;;ml
you accept that as being their system  English to Prentice- or review, -
or you don’t do business with them,”  Prentice-Hall edits the manuscript | d‘%ﬁ:nglt Khodorgvich
said Lauren Fransen, manager of for- and returns it to Mir, and the Soviet _ -2 o M R : SUpe
company sets the type and publishes: ‘hroken ander interrogation, also went
the book. Then it ships finished« Tison. Ny
copies, bearing 2 joint Mir-Prentte-. —But the technical ‘and scientifig-
Hall imprint, back to the Uni + publishers consider their relationship
i:tg- Mr. M:’:.ft ;smd that tmc; eape'{ with the Soviet Union beneficial. “‘It's
percent 10-25 percen 3 led to better relations among us,” Mr.
than they would be it printed here . : orr gajd, “a substantis] nugberNgf
" peq, mumber of countries still dot> tities are being published . and. the
belong to the copyright conventidn,” soviets, by joining the copyright con?
but the major holdout is China, which + vention, have acknowledged that for;
buys editions of American books in: eign books are.the products of their
English and publishes them without”, individual authors.” - . . .~
paying royalties. “They’re inthe pro- ;= = —— =~ v tmar oD
cess of developing a copyright law, at © . :
which time they’ll decide whether to ¢
join the copyright convention,” said :
Waldo Moore, associate register of !
copyright for the United States Copy-
_right Office. : e
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